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Thanks to the generous support from the Hartzman Award, I attended the
biannual African Studies Association of Africa (ASAA) conference in Cape Town,
South Africa in April, 2022. I presented a paper titled “ Human-earth relationships:
Learning from representations of climate and environmental change in African
school curricula ” on a panel centered around documenting African environmental
challenges. The work I shared is part of a larger ongoing project I have been a
part of with my advisor, Dr. Nancy Kendall, and two Educational Policy Studies
alumni, Dr. Susanne Ress (University of Bamberg) and Dr. Sophia Friedson-
Ridenour (World Bank).  

The theme of this year’s conference was “Africa
and the Human: Old questions, new imaginaries.”
This conference was a remarkable opportunity for
me to engage with new questions, but in an
Africa-centered space. 

During this week, I was able to interrogate and extend the ideas that form my
work. For example, my work seeks to center young people as my primary
interlocutors. So far, my primary rationale for a study on youth and the
environment has been that Africa’s youth bulge constitutes the largest portion of
the continent’s population and that youth are overwhelmingly impacted by the
effects of climate change and environmental degradation. Throughout the
conference, I began to acknowledge how the category of youthhood, as humans,
needs to be engaged in new ways. Youth is not simply a descriptive or analytic
discourse; it is also a compelling identity and its significance arises from how it is
mobilized by actors on the ground for various purposes. The studies that I learned
from and the people I spoke to challenged me to think about how I’m framing my
study, my participants, and my goals. 
During my own presentation, I received encouraging
feedback from attendees, including from folks who have
asked to use our paper in their course material. I also
met with a professor who expressed interest in my work
and has offered to serve as a sounding board as I begin
dissertation fieldwork. However, one of the most
exciting benefits of attending this conference has been
all the Ghanaian and African graduate students I have
connected with, who have now become a community for
me, a space where we share our work and our
challenges. I am most thankful for the opportunity
provided by the Global Engagement Office and the
Hartzman Award to attend this conference.   


