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“This [conference]
gave me the

opportunity to
receive feedback on

my work from
scholars at other

institutions.”

I presented a paper on a panel on Education,
Bilingualism, and Identity. Reflecting
preliminary findings based on my recent
dissertation fieldwork, my paper explored
tensions inherent in language-in-education
curriculum and instructional practices as
mediated by mid-level Indigenous state
educational actors in Guatemala. This gave
me the opportunity to receive feedback on my
work from scholars at other institutions.

Presenting at the Latin American Studies Association (LASA) Congress held
June 2024 in Bogotá, Colombia was an enriching experience. As a dissertator
in the Department of Educational Policy Studies, LASA afforded me the
opportunity to engage with scholars from different disciplinary traditions with
contextual knowledge and commitments in Latin America. It was a fruitful
opportunity to receive feedback on my work, reconnect with several scholars
conducting research in Guatemala, and continue building my network in the
field of Latin American studies.

I  was able to reconnect with scholars at different institutions who conduct
research in Guatemala, many of whom I met through Foreign Language Area
Studies fellowship courses and during the course of my fieldwork. Having the
opportunity to converse with political scientists, historians, and linguistic
anthropologists with deep contextual knowledge of Guatemala is invaluable. I
also had the opportunity to connect with scholars in the field of comparative
and international education.

I am grateful to the Hartzman family and School of Education’s Global
Engagement Office for providing me with the opportunity to attend this
conference.


