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“These new connections
have opened

possibilities for future
collaborations and have

helped me situate my
work within broader
regional discussions

about teachers' political
agency and civic

engagement.”

One of the most valuable outcomes
was connecting with scholars like
Christopher Chambers-Ju, whose
work on teacher unions in Latin
America closely aligns with the
direction I want to take my
research. These new connections
have opened possibilities for future
collaborations and have helped me
situate my work within broader
regional discussions about
teachers' political agency and civic
engagement.

I want to express my gratitude for the generous support that enabled my
participation in the 2024 Latin American Studies Association (LASA)
Conference in Bogotá, Colombia. This experience has significantly enriched
my academic journey and research perspective.

Presenting my work on teachers in politically polarized environments to an
international audience was particularly enlightening. Through engaging with
political scientists at the conference, I gained valuable insights into how this
discipline approaches and theorizes political polarization, adding new
dimensions to my educational research perspective. The discussions that
followed my presentation provided insightful feedback that helped me
refine my methodological approach and theoretical framework.

The conference theme, focusing on democracies in Latin America and
their challenges, provided an ideal context for understanding how my
research on teachers' civic engagement connects to larger political and
social dynamics in the region. These insights will undoubtedly influence
both my research trajectory and potential impact on educational policy
and practice.


