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I had the privilege of attending the International Congress for School
Effectiveness and Improvement (ICSEI) held at the University of Melbourne,
Australia, February 10 - 14, 2025. The conference brought together a global
community of scholars, policymakers, and practitioners dedicated to
enhancing educational effectiveness.
I presented a co-authored paper "Trans and Nonbinary Youth Need Educational
Supports: An Evaluation of Who Trans Youth Seek out for Support," and chaired
a symposium session on scholarship highlighting the experiences of trans and
Black educators in United States schools. Engaging in dialogue with
international scholars brought critical attention to specific aspects of my
research, particularly in light of recent shifts in federal policy. This exchange
not only highlighted the global relevance of my findings but also fostered a
collaborative environment where scholars could learn from my work and
explore effective strategies to support trans youth in their own educational
systems.
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My work was co-authored with Dr.
Mollie T. McQuillan (Assistant
Professor, Educational Leadership
and Policy Analysis, UW-Madison), Dr.
Joseph Cimpian (Professor of
Economics and Education Policy, New
York University), and Erin. K. Gill (PhD
Candidate, Educational Leadership
and Policy Analysis, UW-Madison). 

I enjoyed networking with an international array of scholars. I connected
with peers and established academics, sharing ideas and forging both
personal and professional relationships. After returning from the
conference, I’ve frequently reflected on how presenting at ICSEI had
enriched my academic journey. The discussion, feedback, and networking
have not only shaped my current research trajectory but have also imbued
me with a stronger resolve to pursue a career that bridges gaps in
educational support for marginalized communities. At a critical moment for
United States federal policy, my recently expanded international lens
strengthens my insight and framework for the implications of my own
studies. I’m extremely grateful to the Hartzman family and to the School of
Education for this support!


