
In August of 2025, I attended the European Science Education Research
Association (ESERA) Conference in Copenhagen, Denmark, which allowed
me to strengthen existing connections and create new partnerships. The
theme of the conference focused on our current era of transitions and
transformations and how these changes may impact societal change, as well
as the teaching and learning in science education. My two co-authored
presentations addressed such change. Our paper, “Teaching Perceptions on
Using AI to Support Multilingual Teaching and Learning” examined how
educators understand and navigate emerging AI tools in multilingual science
classrooms. I was also part of a panel with colleagues conducting related
work in other parts of the world. The questions asked were helpful for me and
our team to consider. 
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These [conference]
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continue to shape my
research and have

helped me think more
expansively about

where my work
contributes to the

fields of bilingual and
science education.

Beyond the presentation, attending other sessions and events was an
enriching opportunity to network and renew connections. Engaging with
scholars from across Europe, Latin America, the U.S. and elsewhere,
reminded me that the questions driving my work are contextualized
differently in different places. 
The next works I built and strengthened at ESERA have already had impactful
outcomes, including a job and a new idea for a project that connects
existing work across different geographical contents. These collaborations
continue to shape my research and have helped me think more expansively
about where my work contributes to the fields of bilingual and science
education.

The Hartzman Award is more than
financial support for conference
travel – it is truly an investment in
students’ research and potential
international collaborations with
other scholars in their field. I am
grateful to the Hartzman family for
making this experience possible, and
I hope to honor their generosity
through my research, teaching, and
mentoring.
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