
ISCHE 46 was held on the Pont-de-Bois campus of the Université de Lille
under the theme "Teachers and Teaching: History on the Move." The
conference gathered historians of education from across the world to
examine the history of teachers and teaching practices from the earliest
periods to the present day. It was organized jointly by ISCHE, the Université
de Lille, and the Institut de Recherches Historiques du Septentrion (IRHiS).

I presented the first chapter of my doctoral dissertation, titled "Missionaries
as Teachers. Liberal Historians, the Archive and the Invention of a Catholic
Spirit of Public Education." The paper addressed the central historical
puzzle of how and why post-revolutionary secular educational reformers in
Mexico appropriated the figure of the sixteenth-century Spanish missionary
as a foundational educator, transforming these Catholic, colonial actors
into symbols of modern, cosmopolitan, and national progress.

The paper was well received and generated substantive discussion. I had
the privilege of receiving feedback from Anne-Marie Chartier, the world-
renowned historian of education and literacy, whose comments offered
valuable perspective on the chapter's archival methodology and its
broader comparative implications within the international historiography of
education and secularism.The Hartzman International
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In conjunction with the conference, I
traveled to Paris to conduct archival
research at the UNESCO headquarters as
part of a collective research project. The
project explores the Mexican post-
revolutionary regime's role in establishing
literacy as a global measurement of
development and educational progress.
The visit to the UNESCO Archives provided
access to foundational institutional records,
correspondence from Mexican delegations,
and programmatic materials that are
central to answering these questions.
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