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Presenting at the CEC DISES Conference in Nairobi, Kenya, in July 2025
provided a meaningful opportunity to engage with international special

educators and broaden my perspective on family engagement across
cultural contexts.

| connected with educators from multiple countries and learned how
cultural values, community structures, and resource differences shape
special education practices globally.

Experiencing Kenyan culture firsthand, including a bike safari and meeting
with local disability organizations, deepened my appreciation for the
local environment and highlighted the importance of place in educational
systems.

During the conference, | presented my research on navigating family
engagement in rural special education, sharing qualitative findings and
engaging in rich dialogue with international colleagues about how issues
of power, trust, and cultural capital influence family-school partnerships
worldwide.

| connected with educators from
multiple countries and learned how
cultural values, community
structures, and resource
differences shape special
education practices globally.
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